
EUROPE.
England's March to Democracy Re¬

ported from St. Stephens*.

Premier Gladitene Introducing the Irish
Land Bill in Parliament.

The United States Mission at the Russian
Court and the Czar's Invitation

to the President.

Political Disorganization und military
Pauperism In Madrid.

The Hiiuld special correspondent* ta Europe
supply the following Interest.tm aud highly valuable
xenons of tbe progress or events in Kugiaua, Russia
and Spain to til* latest mail data from the Old
World. #

ENGLAND.

¦agtrad'1 Progreaa Toward* DeBocrary-
Ttaa Irish Land Hill.Sketches in the Impe¬
rial Parliament.

LONDON. reb. It, 1870.
TUB ItllH LAND BILL.OCTSIDB.

On the afternoon of Tuesday. the isth last., the
long and anxiously expected Irish Laud a.ii was in¬
troduced into tbe House of Common*. The Dour
vai Ave by St Stephen's clock, and tbe man was
Blr. Gladstone. Oreat expectations were of course

In tbe ascendant; but except in the interior ol tbe
Chamber itseir tcaro was do outward or visible
sign of excitement. Had the measure related to
England we would have bad tbe rowdies of East.
London pouring'down to Westminster in thousands
and tens of thousands.clieertag johu Bright for his
radicalism, hissing Disraeli for bis conservatism,
"chatting" the Peers for their liveries an i stute foot¬
men, and loudly expressing their conviction with
respect to reforms and corruption in lush places,
As it merely affected Ireland, however, whose peri¬
odical cry for justice and rearess has for years uone up
like the smoke of a great tcrmeni. ncbody but hon¬
orable and right bonorab.e legislators themselves
seemed to take any Interest in the mauer, or to de¬
note by their behavior that anything 01 importance
was on tbe eve of transpiring. Land Wilis for Ireland
bad been so frequently introduced: so frequently
patched and cobbled, and shuttled and sported with;
ao frequently rejected and cast aside. that the peo¬
ple U&4 come t* regard (he cty of "fair dealing to-'
wards landlord and tenant" as the easy peopl# In
the fable regard* 1 the cry of "wolf;" ana so there
was quiet In the streets, and no excitepient.

INS IDS.
While, however, such was the state or matters

outatde, aflairs presented quite a different aspect in¬
side the legislstive palace. Westminster Hail and
the ordinarily sleepy prccincts or the House awoke
early in tbe afternoon to an abnoimai activity.
There was touch driving and running to and rro, and
harrying iu hot haste, and an air of anxiety was
clearly tvaceabie on the faces or the people'* repre¬
sentatives as they drove up in tneir catw and statelyfamily coaches and made their way hurriedly
within. Telegraph messengers, election agents,bearer, * of newspaper despatches, liveried servants
frowi ihq clubs, Idlers, political dilettanti anu a mis-
cel\aneous crowd of onlookers came and went, all
r)»ofe*slng to ce directly Interested iu the question ol
the bonrand exhibiting quite a republican readiness
to discuss It wuh anyone who chose to e.ier the
lists.

SmrOOLB FOR SEAT?.
OraQdlOse Westminster 1'slacd. which ha? cost the

nation uign unto two millions or money, has been
found by experience to be about the most ill ar¬
ranged and inconvenient meeting r'ice that could
liare been devised tor our great national palaver.
Six hundred and fllty-eight representatives there are
In all, but sittlug accommodation has only r»eon pro¬
vided for snout 400. Consequently, on nights or im¬
portant debates a keen struggle und competition lor
¦eats occurs, and it is no unusual slgat to see proud
country gentlemen who are the owners of broad
acred estates, sons and heirs of noble dukes and
actons of the haughtiest families in the land squat¬
ted apon the floor, some wiili their a. ms akimbo uke
mere ordinary mortals, others with tUelr legs
gravely crossed alter the lashiuu of tailors and
j una.
On the present occasion the demand tor seat'. Is or

no means so great as I have frequently kouwu it;
but the influx of honorable members even at a very
earlj hour, la sufficiently above trie average ro warn
the spectator ma*, an enunciation or ministerial pol¬
ler is at baud. Prayers are gladly gut turnugn, and
while hungry and expectant Senator* await the ad¬
vent ol Mr. Giadstoue a confuscd babel of conversa¬
tion prevails. What the government intend to do,
what uiev don't intend to do; wtiat In land expccts,
what she doos not expect; what irishmen will ac¬
cept, what they will reject; whac the effect or the
land legislation will be in America, and whether it
win exasperate or conciliate the great Irish commu¬
nity of the States, whose influence has made ltseif
felt so much iu the mother country.all these .opics
come in Tor their share or discussion. and the noise
or mauy voices waxes ever louder am', louder, while
those who are assembled anxious.y long for the ar¬
rival of the hour and the man.

aristocracy.
While we in the Commons are waitlm: and hum¬

ming, snimug snuff an<l exchanging ;;ie«utntfs, taw¬
ing possession of benches on the urbuary principle
ol "fixity or tenure" and languidly scanning the pro-
grammo of liusiuesa, hosts oi distinguished and most
must nous visitors enter the galleries and attract our
atteution. uukes, earls, txrous, primes of tne
blood, archbishops in their aprons and shovel hate,
diplomatists >vnd ambassadors, pour In in rapid suc¬
cession and flll the mgu benches, wuere, in the
midst of royalty and aristocracy, the flgure of the
late American Minister, Mr. Adams, used lor so
many years to t>e consplcu*bs, but which
is now replaced by literary Mr. Motley. Proudly
and with an air of conscious superiority they arrive,
beralaed by obsequious doorkeepers; aud as they
take their seats a buzz of inquiry goes round among
the Baotian* of the Lower bouse as to wno is who.
who tue tall stranger in the plain surtout; who the
aquat, globose individual decorated with orders ana
insignia. Yonder In the corner, with his brow rest¬
ing on tils baud, as though he were wishing to es¬
cape observation. Is Earl Granville, leader or her
Majesty's government la the I pper House, ana at
ens time (ere the star of Gladstone rose in tnc ascend¬
ant) ,believed to be the only possible Premier for
Ureal Britain. The noble lord suffers from the
twinges oi his hereditary enemy, the gout; but he
quakes not, neither displays any agitation. B and,
smiling, pieasaut and altogether op<-n an 1 candid is
his face, like that of a man who can aQord to u&e
the world easily, without vexmg his nerves or wast¬
ing his tissues. No man in broad England has a
readier wit, a more pungent stock ol repartee, a
more adroit aptitude of polities'. feacc, a more genial
mode o( audress, or a more persuasive or concilia¬
tory manner. Any one looking tor the first time
Into bis broad, honest Saxon countenance could tell
(what In reality is the fact) that ne loves humor
within the bound* of becoming mirth, is accom¬
plished in all the light arts ol aiter-dlnner speaalng
and is a man iu a thousand for a rout or wedding
breakfast. For the ttme being no has lert the peers
of the Upper Bouse to Jead themselves, aud he sits
watching for the advent of Mr. Gladstone, whose
oratory he so mu'Jh admires, and whoso political
disciple be is well satisfied to be.

Pre.<tubiij (hero is a rustle, the doorkeepers are
thrown into a flutter, we in the Commons crauu
our necks to look upwards aud in steps royalty it-
aeli in the persons of two oi the sous-ln-law of her
Majesty. Peers whose domains are wide aud wealth
labulous. me :iv!y mute way for the visitors, who are
no other than Prince Christian aud Prince reck. The
two off< r a strauge conim#'., ilie former being stout,
florid, slightly oald, au i nair with tne i haracteristlc
fairness oi tim tiermau nation, and Hi»* latter slim,
ftarx and commonplace in form arid featuro. 'I hey
take possession of tne i'luet soi»ts of the synagogue,
oy the side oi the robust and somewhat sensual look-
liig,i>ukeo»"<:auiondgs, wao. bj virtueoi us relation-
ship to toe ttuaen, has tne honor of commanding ttie
British army. Spectators remark that while the l»uke
greets prince lock iu the usual ws.r, h<* only recog¬
nizes Prince Christian witti a distant no l oi the Head.
Though married to one of i le daughters of her
Majesty, the Prince is not upon over good terms with
seyciai members of the roy*< family. ins Prince of
Wa.es, n is well kuowu. set his face against iUe iu*r-
naife, ano for a considerable time wouui hold uo
communion with his new relative, and his Grace
ol Cambridge, fo.lowing suit in the matter, also pre¬
served towards mm a haughty and defiant reserve,
which it can easily be seen Is not yet dissipated.
And now, just as the iour for bringing in the

Land bill approacues. there comes in another noble¬
man, whom the Peers welcome and for whom they
gladly make way. Heiuarkabie neither for the poa-
acBsiou ol orders or decorations, broad staires or re¬
tainers, huge reut-rolito or chariots, Lord cairns yet
takes his seat among the prouu English aristocracy
with the lani'ttarity ol an equal, aud wild tiic quiet
aeir-pobdefttlen of » man wUo*e. powar aifd pesitien
are fully recognized. htrauge it is to see tins man of
tae peop.c.this wn ol a iw L)ui>lln wt^cw folio
had to straiten her^ir grievonjly to pa hi* stoool
i«es. his self-made genius, who, ilk? i^ant of out
English Lord chancellors, bos sprung ft on. ffo (OTver
grades ol society.atiaoge it is to sec him miVug as
tue accepted equal oj noblemen, whose blue oioed
stretches bact lo Aglacourt aud tin times of the
Pianiageuei*. Yft ue no; only sits among them, out
saayos tneir counsels ana witltU a dt.p itnmeiioe
over their aotioiui and oplmuiuu Ui* Lora hip, as

fii* »w*rft succeeded the lata Lord Darby aa

I .
r 11,0 conservative partjr in tne House of

borua. He obtained that position aolelr through his
immense ability as a debater. Lacking brains tnem-
selves, especially la the hereditary obaiober, the
tones have ever proceeded upon the principle or buy¬
ing tueiu wherever they were to be had; aad hence
wo Una Lord cairns recognised aa the chief aad
champion of aristocratlo ooaservatlsm, with money,
honor and tines thrust upon him la reward (or his
powerful declamation. apt reasoning and Ingenious
and forcible arguments.

I US UOUK AND TUB MAM.
And here 1 am naturally prompted to remark noon

the biguidcauce of the fsct, mat while Lord Cairns,
a aeii-uiad* msn. leads and guides the House of
Peers. Mr. (ilsd^tone, another man of the peopla,
leads and guides 'he Knglish nation. Time was whan
It was nearly impossible for any one who was not
either a nobleman or the scion of a noble house to
gain admission to the Cabinet, or snare In the re¬
sponsibility of the public administration. Titles and
weaitu wero tne only avenues to power.bigoted
conservative tendencies the only recommendation to
pcsitiou. With the downfall of Wellington, however
there carno a change over the traditions aud tenden¬
cies of British politics, Democracy began sensiblv
to assert itself, ana since that time radical opinions
nave bcpii growing, strengthening and extending
with a rapidity that has carried dismay iuto the
hearts of tin1 antiquated aristocracy, more especially
as tnat rapidity haa t>oen groatly accelerated of late

«>niv^?^ it8Uflnilfe\. lioau ®1ueut" we have not
only Mr. uia11none at the headoioue of the strongest
administrations of late limes, plebeau Mr. Disraeli
iTnriB^h?"^ tl,Jh,ir'10l® of the Eugiisu conservatism

hS?Sf.- ? , 'A ' Lcri1 c*»*ns with the Peers in lesh,
Ur'ifbt. whose notions upon the ballot

nu i£'u.er"!au ",8Mtull(>ns caused him iu mo good
J*!'1 ' alineiatoniaa days to be a hissing aud reproach

'.one of Kuardinj spirits of the Mlnis-

poauhi* aH luJprobab;e Premier at no distant date.
Iia ^ u k V .tn®lr 'o^dahips and high mignti-
hbl »»* «, !u i

U»«mseivea of these things, as tney
set auxiousiy loosing down upou the assembled
m^r.eiSf'?t"4,rves or ttte P^P1®- wondering whether or
not the to tnem sacred rightsol urooerty ate to be
iniringed by the bills about to be miridnced.
wuou ut length live o'clock sounds sonorous ftom

clangorous utg iteu, aad Mr. Gladstoue springs up
iroiu the treasury iicuch lu nis own swift and linna-
uent manner, to begin his task, the House presents
aspectacle such us perhaps no other assembly lu
the world could surpass. All that la great and

a'J(1 wealthy and influential in England is
gathereu here within four narrow walls. Benches
and seats are crowded to inconvenience, and hon-
oraoie gentiemeu are wedged and packed togeihe?
thick as tne leaves in Vailombrosa. All laces are
turned intent to one spot.ail eyes and ears and at-
tentiju are concentrated in one focus, and that
spot aud focus is Mr. Gladstone, who has the des¬
tiny of lieiai.d and perhaps the peace of the empire
at present In his keeping. Just as he rises, and be-
lore be has time io start off upon his diintuit flight
of omtoiy, there nags through the bouse a cheer
mat warns tne heart and makes the nervesdauo).
a cuoer which causes the ears of wtioso hears to tin-
gie. wnicn can t>e raised only by Anglo-,Saxon lungs
and rot'ust county gentlemen trained to Held snorts
anu the luster career of Cox hounds.
Calmly. and in measured and almost solemn tones,

the rigtu honorable gentleman begius his oratloa
Hiero is a laish and a great silence, and all listeners
are charmed. Such powers ofspeech, such raady coni-
ruand ol language, such easy and dignlQed rttetorio
and sucn guts ol impassioued eloquence have beeu
given to no otuer politician of the present genera¬
tion, with the one single exception ol John Bright,
ruii, clear, mellifluous, his voice rings out. penetra¬
ting the remotest regions of the chamber and caus¬
ing all who listen to feel how persuasivfe is
cultivated elocution and musical intona¬
tion. tor a space he is eloquent and im¬
pressive, but wheu he comes to the details of his
measure, his voice bcoumes more business-like aud
colloquial, and lie gets rid somewhat of his oratori-

J} u. 00 ea8y u*k 10 maintain the
Jiff- .* educated and fastidious audience
for upward* ol three hours, but Mr. Gladstone
acnievcs mis feat without any very perceptible effort.

porioa 1,0 k»«-'P8 me attention of all
u,elr 'e«iinga aud charma their

- \l",a 'tt®r®> ta tQ® midst of the cum¬
brous details he breakaway from commonplace

,ato noole sentiment and swelling
period, tho assemblage cneering with that Intensity
which, in itsiuiiest volume, sounds llko the breaking
ol noavy waves upon the shore.
_

THl 8PKSCH.
Taken as a whole the oration was not equal,

te-»p-irnt-wf ®,rect- 10 Mr- Gladstone's
best efforts, it lacked tne impassioued fervor of
bis famous reform speeches In 1806, and was
not characterised bv the lofty eloquence aud
captivating declamation of his great speech
upon the Irish Church last year. The perora¬
tion, however, was equal ia Its way to anvthinir
which the Prime Minister naa achieved. Voice, eye
gesture, were all In perfect accord with his sentt-

.®5ui"a he sweft along in his rhetorical course
luipiesslve aud magnificent as a Koruan triumph
ending with a flourish that Had in it somethimr of
grandeur and of scholarly inspiration.
. . , ,

WHAT THK SPBKCU CONTAIN BO.
"I® pri°ces or tila blood chuckled

with inward hawkeye-like chuckling as the snecch
proceeded. Hungry radical^ turned uneasily on
their seats and looked at each ottier with frantic
dismay as proposition after proposition was re¬
vealed. .scarcely could the feers conceal their satis¬
faction tnat rne democratic government, whom they
fear, but are forced to obey, had sunmitted a land
bill which contained nothing revolutionary. The
divine ' rights" of property were, alter all, to be
respected; and they rejoiced. Still less hardly could
tne Irish republicans conceal their dissatisfaction at
what iney considered to be the miserable mouse
wnich the oihclal mountain had given forth. Wild
expectations had been cuensned with respect to
wuat a ministry would do that had for one of its
moving spirits democratic John Bright; and great
taereforo. was the disappointment among the ad¬
vanced and extreme lioerale. Heartily tney haa
cherished toe hope of good things, out they found
that the spirit of aid wnlgism, though fast going is
not yet dead. The Clarendons and D® Greys and
Argyles and Oaveudlshes had proved too strong for
them, and iu the bitterness or their feelings munv of
their thougnt.s turned to Mr. Hright, whose radical¬
ism they are thinning to think is being leavened
oy his aristocratic bedloUows of the Cabinet.
What the essential proposition* of the bill are have

be.n already communicated to you by telegraph
They are extremeiv simple and cau b« explained in a
couple ol sentences. Briefly, the bill may be de¬
scribed as a legalization of Irish onstoms with re¬
spect io the tenure ol land. For many years past
certain customs have prevailed in Ireland by which
li was the habit of landlords aud tenauts to regulate
their mutual relationships. The best kn'jwn of these
is what is culled toe Ulster tenaut right, which se¬
cures the fanuor'a compensation lor improvements
in the event o* his being turned off the land by his
proprietor. These customs it is the Intention of the
bill to perpetuate by giving thom the force ana sta¬
bility of law and by creattug a special judicial tri¬
bunal fur the trial and adjustment of differences be¬
tween landlord aud tenant. The Irish demanded
perpetuity of tenure, and Mr. Gladstone has given
mew ouij wstuuij.

WHAT WILL THEY IX) WITH 17f
is the question thai la beginning toArise on every
*iide. comparatively easy it is to foretell what Par¬
liament win do with it, but It li not so easy to pre¬
dict what action will be taken upon the matter by
Irishmen themselves. Tbe general impression to
that the bill wit: pass. So moderate la it in its pro¬
visions, so little does it interfere with what are
called the "rigiiM or property," so entirely free is it
from even the tint of contlftatfon or revolution,
that the conservatives, it Is believed, will unite with
the Ministry and the elder wnigs and inscribe the
measure ou the statute book. At all events, if this
combination in effected the bill will be safe. But
spite 01 the mo.n promising ot assurances it is very
ditUcult to say what course may be adopted by Ben¬
jamin Disraeli. He loves otllce and hates the whigs
too heartily not to take full advantage of any golden
opportunity that may present itse.f. This he is sure
to have 111 the anger anddluatigfaction oi the ilotnan
catholic section of tiil House. That large party
hate the bill with a cruel haired, ana are
alinobt speechte^ with indignation that Buch a
scheme us it embraces should have been pro¬
pounded. Pledged at tbe hustings to support
none but a revolutionary measure, hounded
ou by constituents whose hatred of the Saxon is
as deeply rooted as il is Implacable, the majority
of the Irish representatives who were su6q closs
allies with the povernmeut in the congenial work of
pulling down tue Established Church last session,
will this year be lound to be their bitterest and most
unie\entiiir; foes. Furious Sir John Uray, who is one
ot the leaders of the party, and tbe proprietor or per¬
haps the most influential heffsp.tper or Uublin, till¬
able to contain bis reelings, rusned into the lobby as
soou au Mr. Gladstone sat/down and telegraphed to
the Irish capital."The blU cannot, must not, shall
not pass !" Kight days will be sufficient to set Ire¬
land ablaze ovec tbe matter, and if the conservatives
love the gratification of political revenge better than
the security oi what tney call the "rights" or tbeir
own order, three months may not elapse beiore Ben¬
jamin Disraeli once more wields ice destinies of
Kngland. Mr. Gladstone, nowever. calculates inuali
upon the readiness of the conservatives to accept a
moderate measure rather man have an immoderate
one thrust upou them by ibeir own cuiefs, .»nu I am
Inclined to believe that events will prove him to be
lu the right. I have a strong reeling that the bill
will pass.

RUSSIA.

Tbo linrll»|ame*Cbin«M Reception at Court.
State Formalities and Inperlal Honor.The
Emperor Alexander on President Ursst'i
VUiiina Europe.Would I^lke "To Roe Him
lo Kuf»l«'».The Grand Duke Alexis on Hie
Projected TUl to America.Abe .Lincoln's
Memory.

St. rrriitaru'Ro, J'eb. 17, 1870.
The rorma'lties of Mr. Burlingame's reception yes-

terday by ttie bmperor and tbe Jtmpicss of Russia
were In exact accordance with the sj^eclal cere-
moDiai, a copy or which 1 seat the Ulkalp a few
days mn :e.
At twtiire o'clock noon Mr. Furlingame and tlie

ether envoys or China^ook their seats in a court
carriage dr,.wu b> lour hordes, which had been sent
for tbem. l he secretaries followed lu two other
carriages, cach drawu by two hordes.

S>faa,l entrance of tbe winter
patfue, which faces the river Neva, the envoys of
Cbkia were taet at the door by a court fourrltr and
two royal heralds, in tbe anicchamber by tbe Chief
of tut Department of Cortjavnio*, ana m w>« Field

Marshal's Hall by the Commander or lha Palaoe. la
tola hall a guard of Donor was station#J.
Passing oa further through the Alexander Hall

thej made a halt In the Yellow Chamber, where tea
and retreeluwtota were aervod. Alter a aiort rest
in the Y«ii«|(Mumi>er the party passed on to the
White BtmSSn a oompanj of grenadiers were

¦tattoM^^^Kard oi honor. Here the/ were re¬
ceived by wPwrand Master of Ceremonies ana the
Director of the Asiatio Department of foreign Af¬
fairs.
The time for the audleaoe having arrived Mr. Bur-

llngaiae aud his two associates were conducted by
the Uraud Master of ceremonies to (he Golden
Chamber, where tne Emperor and Empress were
waiting u> receive them. On presenting his letter
of credence Hr. Burllngauie made the address which
I sent in mr letter.
To this address the Emperor answered In a speech

wh ch closed with the sentence:."it ui. at ine sauie
time, very agreeable to .me to see iho interests of
China 'represented by the citizen of a friendly State
witii winch we ate In psrlloular sympathy."
Both Mr. burlmgame's address aud the Emperor's

answer were delivered In the French language.
Tne Emporor spoke English as soon as these first

formalities were over, and asked Mr. Burilngamo
if u were true mat President Grant was coming to
Europe, adding tuat it would be most gratifying to
him to see the ^resident of the United States in
Hussla.
Mr. fiurlingame now apoke or the projected visit

to America of the Grand Duke Alexia, the third son
of .tne Emperor and the future Grand Admiral of
ilussia, saying that ha would receive a generous
and hearty welcome. The Emperor Hereupon'called
the Orana Duke, wuo was at a short distance in an
otuar part of tne ohamber, and presented Mr. Burlin-
gante to him.

In reference to America, the Grand Duke said that
he had heard much of the heartiuesa of American
hospitality, aud looked forward with great pleasure
to a visit to tne United states. The Emperor now
apoke of the kindness with which the Russian fleet,
under Admiral Lesoitslcy, had oeon received in
America; memloued tne resolution of Congress,
brought to Uuasia and delivered to him by Mr. Kox.
lu fact ne enumerated all the different acts of cour¬
tesy and kindness performed by America during the
laat ten years. He also spoke of events in America
since tne beginning of the rebellion, and referred
with much feeling to tue late l'resideut Lincoln and
the great work wuloh be had doue.
On tne conclusion of this conversation Mr. Bnr-

llngame presented the other members of tne Em¬
bassy to the Emperor and the Empress, who spoke
to eaoh one individually. After the audience Mrs.
Burungame was presented to tne Empress.
The embassy was now conducted to tue Yellow

Chamber, wuere a mncn was in readiness tor them.
Tne service was of gold aud all the appointments
were of unsurpassed nia^nilicence, 'ine Chinese
were much struct by the reception and did not hesi¬
tate to say tnat it was the linest tuey had yet re¬
ceived in any country.

Prince uortchakoir, who Is unwell, had made ef¬
forts to be present at the audieuco und was particu¬
larly gratlUed at the ailmiou made to America aud
Mr. Burlingame's nationality at the olose of
the Emperor's answer. The fact that Mr.
Burilngamu is an American citi/.en was a large ele¬
ment in Uie character of the auutence. as is seen at
once from tne snort description glveu here.

Tilery was a cordiality and heartiness in the man¬
ner and conversation or the Emperor that were
called forth Dy Mr. liuriinganio's nationality. 'Tnat
was tne American eleinout. Tue splendor aud mag¬
nificence were for the Chiuese.
The Emperor and Empress for the first time, I am

told, received an embassy together. It Is usual lor
the Emperor to receive aioue, and the Empress
afterwards, this was also in accordance with the
ceremonial drawn up on this occasion. A change,
however, was made ui this point on account of the
extraordinary character and importance of the
Embassy.

SPAIN.
The Political Frospoct Still Gloomy-Faction,
Division and Danaer-Print Nittln* on a

Volcano.Condition ot the Army-An Officer
. Cafe Md Hu» Appearaaee.His Poverty

mm* Timely Belirf-Carlhat-The Great
Powers Alarmed.French Military Uefn.ee..

Madimo, Feb. 21, 1870.
The political norlzon Is becoming darkened, and

tempests are near at hand. The Unionists and radi-
eal parties do not pull together, and if they should
r*ll out a hurricane must follow. Numerous com¬
plaints have been brought forward by republican
and carlist Deputies respecting gross abuses com-
muted by government authorities during the late
elections. Discontent pervades all classes of socictr
and a general outbreak Is shortly expocted. That
the present state of affairs cannot last much longer
is most evident, but what will succced the present
government is somewhat difficult to conjecture.
The main support of the present Ministry is giving
way, the great military wall of the Prim govern¬
ment Is becoming undermined and if not at once

repaired the whole fabric will come tumbling about
his ears.

Saturday being the interpellation day Sefior Ochoa
asked the Minister ot War it it were truo tuat a
large number of officers had rerused to receive their
pay with the ten per cent discount or, in other words,
if agraud military strike had commenccd, and if it
were true that many officers were in such reduced
circumstances as to be obliged to ask alms. Frlm
said that ue had no notice that suoh was taking
place. If youNcorrespondent had been allowed tn

speak he could have told the house tiia. on?v a ?ew
days ago lie went to a caM to meet a political friend
and while breakfasting ooserved an officer of rank'
in uniform, sitting near and read tut? some
menu. The man's haggard raw told a2 or ^"
mint or fearful dissipation and aa he eaUrir
watched every mouthiui l took l could noMtain
thinking of the London urchins r have at tliiS
obnerTecft rtatteuinj? their nones against tUe window

Ei?M0f a alkop; but m hU posltlo"dmp° °ed
any idea about iiu being in want I leit arniov«(t «

.J*"4?1of eiiucatlon, aud returned his starts no as
to invite an explanation. .On leaving the place he roi

To make sure that he was lollowfng me IstopI
ped au acquaintance and commented talking with
him, when my military friend alsoVtopped On ^
lkV'w?l»eWamie«°iew^ tUe enfu^"
.... .

' 113 ' abont to mount the ar urn
touched me on the shoulder. We are

in Spain, aud I naturally expected aduei wit f,.
the -tapis," and as is my custom when liKSud
«T."^rre i° ®fht font on the spot wuhou: wait-

ni^if^r«Secou ' wlttl ")earmH nature has kindly
provided mo with, ifhen tiiu oillcor witii whom i

expected to have a serious quarrel, toM me M?ha
tals of woe aud misery as woii d iSm?
relief as nSSuid^rfoM f*"1 J *aTC lhf! o.Hcer such

woridof thanks, and ifSfr hand*liwr?
nts w^fTand tomlly! t,lB'l0ft* M ualJ- 10 rej°lce

*'r.otn Bayonne I hear that the Oarilsf? manim to
send across the frontiers into Spain asmaavK
and as much aminuulilon as they Ike and

Flto^ihi Ca'ftl0Diai-Ara«°n and Valencia; General
General ,U8<,U* P^viuees, 'and for

oisffi«ss5Tff s, rsKrwss .srw
afesS
SS'FKW:
are the iini«fin^ M .P U ,.,a:v^ ^rresDonrtent,
art the Ltuke and Duchess of AlDa, Dnke and inichmui
nd, Hapaido, Duke and Duchess de Medinareiii Mar-

i 8bKSbsin*
two ago there was a good deal of talk

about diplomatic notes that had been received from
London and Paris, pointing out the danger or kse?
in* up the political crisis, and urging a nromnt A1?
ilement of the Spanish sing ques ion. The .nve£
sa:,ion has now taken another tutu, aud the roiea
have been otherwise Interpreted, it apnearstnS?
nr^LtU^0peaD.,fove,'n'D#Dl*- observlstf the rapid
proeitttb of itipubiicanism in their count,tua hiv*»
exchanged notes touching tne expediency or makm£
frmeZm Sp.Pm U,Un l° P10Pnation of mat doo*
8paln1 troops''hitve°fbseu*' ordered °to We'Srcut
r 2V t',rcate,ie('. such »S the Basque pr°
viuces, Navarra, Catalonia and Audalusia.RmTlf
lions of Cuasseurs de ileus, do Mendigarrla!
oolea, de Alcautara, and de AraX are i nri,r
marching orders. Tnelr destination however is not

ttaT^f.r.h1'6 Spaal9h Cousul a' B»wnn- has' uke.i
the trench goveruir.eut to seud into ihe intcri-..'
several Spanish nnigr-s or note, who are on^hL
montilnS°IU,,'lri?g 10 Vvcrtnrow llie pre eniK'iven'!
n.ont and superluiending the introduction or im-
mense quautities of arms and .other war stoi-r4

Ed? coenfm'B l00i vejt;r'JaT th« hostilities had
already oomuieiited m the northern uroviiiceq i

shortly alteraar ls learned rrom ine proper ouarter

1^Ml°°u1t0n aKW UKcn Place yet. but that troops

nn?8n?ffc«f h "n*ia,ic,d' iro('ps »'So been sent m
pursuit or bands ot armed men. It is not vet knowt

didos."''' wheUiei lUeJ insurrectionists or -oan-

ago the good folks or the town oi Fl-
f 25 , ? niuch aianned at hearing tnai. a larire
number or horsemen bad been disrovere i at som«
distance rrom the town, /no m the uuUorifi
menta°W?^tSr' *et dowa »'Z-
mentis Later, however, the supposed Car.istst
turned out to be a sqaadr in or French cavairv that
appeared to have b<:e» compromised <n tho lai* ois-
turbaoees id Frauo* and had neu io sp.iln.

ROME.

An Austrian Shot In the Vaiicitu.
The Roman correspondour of the fiintern JBwpj&t,

at Vienna, writing on tlte 19th or Februao, sajs:--

-,T^,lcwsof Count heust's note on ihe Syllabus
iU.oiur.ni,w*8 cuat,la(l 10 communicate to vou by
¦Slf. m k

Tuesday, has produced a great
Tramf ^re'» luo note XH *rt«H»«W!d to count

I'on. ir .lhe Au,trl11" Ambassador at
i>ouie. U warns the V aiicau most oaistMUj

taking any stop* whieh ma/ bo In opposition lo the
Austrian cousinution, or lead to encroachments oa
the rights of the Austrian state, sua declares tae
determination or the Austrian government not to
¦uiTbr any nuch encroachment*, at the same time
expressing Us wish to avoid conOicts between the
Stale and the Church. This not* la entirely Inde¬
pendent of any agreement which may be entered
hi to between the Powers in tbe event or nay atop
being actually taken by tho Council against their
interests or those of peace and civilisation, with the
view of a common course of action in tbe matter.
Count Bonn's warning to tUe Vatican was, I un¬

derstand. purely a spontaneous act, consequent on
his having received information that twenty-one
canons bad really been submitted for adoption.
These canons condemn certain laws which lorm part
of the Austrian constitution, and forbid the Catho¬
lics in the empire to obey them; and the Count con¬
sidered it necessary at once to express bia views on
the subject in order that his silence should not be
oo nsti ued into consent, i learn that the government
has decided to punish, with tbe utmost rigor of the
law, any priest in Austria who may publish the new
canons. It Is remarkable that all the Austro-iiunga-
riau bishops, forty six in number, who are now pres¬
ent at the Council belong to the opposition, with the
single exception of the Bisaop of firixou.

FOHEIGN MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.
An English company has offered 1700,000 for the

gaming lnstuutiou at Saxon, in Switzerland.
The wealthiest merchant In Russia, Mr. Gromor.

J,a)t®1' <JJ®d and lert his nelrs the modest fortune of
22,000,000 roubles.

oau*Ilt In the channel be¬
tween Dover and Havre wnich measured seven feet
In length and weighed two hundred ponnda.
Paris has #,000 chlffonniers (rag pickers), 8,000 of

whom are licensed and s.ooo interlopers. Their
aggregate gains are 6,600,000 francs per annum.
The Burgomaster and council of tbe small town

of Almelo, in Holland, have forbidden smoking In
the public streets for fear of accidents |>y Are.
The manufacturers in Holland hare petitioned the

government to send a commercial and diplomatic
extraordinary mission to China.

It is reported that the Turkish government has de¬
cided to solve the Church question In Bulgaria br
declaring Its independence.

7

A powerful .company has been formed in St.
Potersburg for the puroose of working the coal de¬
posits la the Caucasus.

'

The new Russian settlement of Krasnovodsk. on
tne Eastern shore of the Caspian Hea, has to be
abandoned on account of the want of fresh water.
At Warsaw, in Poland, several ladles have been

fined twenty-live rubles each for not rising Irom
their scats during the recital of the prayer for ftie
Russian imperial family.
At Stralsund two schoolboys quarrelled lately and

fought a duel with pistols at fifteen paces. One had a
bullet through his Jacket, arid the other would have
been kiliod but lor a clgarcase that he carried In his
breast.
A quartermaster In the French navy, atatloued at

Toulon, was surprised tecsntly hy a lawver. wno in¬
formed him that be waa heir to the Utle or Duke and
a rortune or $500,ooo.
Igualada, a town in Catalonia, is nnder a reign of

terror, caused by a hand of forty robbers, who mur¬
der and steal wherever anything can be found. They
live In the town and are well known, but no one
dares to arrest them. Many people have left the city.
A leweller's assistant was recently robbed In the

streets of I arls or $80,ooo worth of Jewelry by a man
and a woman. The latter threw herself around hia
neck and the man felled him by a blow on the head.
Most of the property has been recovered and the
guilty couple arrested.
Recent French medical statistics have demon¬

strated two facts worthy the serious attention or the
better ball or mankind. The first is that since wo-
men have loosened their corsets the annual mor¬
tality has decreased 18y, per oent The second is
that since women have loaded their heads with
hideous chignons cerebral fevers have increased
72X per cent.
The Spanish lournais record a fearful crime that

has been committed near Valencia. A band of men
entered a country bouse by a hole In the roof, at
night time, aud bound and gaggea the proprietor,
his wife and eldest son. The Ave other children
were then brought into the presence of their helpless
parente and tbe ruffians tore their tongues and eyes
out. They theu cut tiie feet or the father and son
and hung the bodies head downwards by means or
ropes lasteued to the tendons or the legs, with
their struggling victims still writhing lo their agouy
the wretches coolly prepared some break last and sat

onTuspiaon °f ° men tave be*n *rr*8t«1

HLECHUfl liftDEB DIFFICULTIES*

The Snow and tbe Mud I* the Park and Har¬
lem liftne.Wretched Condition of the
Ronda.
ihe morning of yesterday dawned auspiciously

for all those who go down the road In sleighs and do
busmess in Harlem |lane. Crispy snow crackled
under the feet, tne air w:is frosty, tho sky was se-

reuely blue; but when the sun flushed the lace of the
snow the hopes of sleighing vanished. It was at once
evident that tbe Increasing warmth would melt
away ttyj white wintery carpet which covered the
streets, and that before tbe fashionable hour of
three o'clock but very little of it would be left.
Nevertheless there were not wanting many enthu¬
siasts w ho, in spite of the warning weather, per¬
sisted lu believing that a Blelgh drive over the
smooth roads of the Park and through Harlem lane
would not be impossible. There was quite a run on
the livery stables in the earlier part of the day; but
sieighs wero at a discount at twelve o'clock, those
wno made haste to engage tbem being in an equal
hurry to countermand their orders when the uure-
lenting sun came out in full force.
More lor the purpose of seeing how many sane

people had caught the snow fever and went a gleiuh-
l/itj umler difficulties than from any hope he enter¬
tainer or enjoying himself, a Hikai.d reporter en¬
gaged a smart team yesterday and trotted out
toward Harlem, t ifth avenue, which wears its best
colors in a winter carnival, was innocent of snow
but was laden with slush and mud or the darkest
hue. From tbe Worih monument to the Park the
avenue was bare to tho pavement, though ths
bides near tne sidewalks wero dark witu bil.
locks of accumulated dirt gathered by the
wind, soliaitled by the frost aud soltened by
the rays or the sun. Of carnages there were a uum-
ber, filled with gavly dressed and beautirul women,
who tried their oost to look as if they did not care If
" n®ver 8nowcd; but sielgriis were conspicuous bv
their absence. In the Park, however, tuere wero
several misguided people in sioigus, flying over the
.lush ana daanmg snow water in the laues orpedes-
Jf'*" with reckless prodigality. These thumped

i.°? 1* !i°? * ol dlrt. P|ua*ed into pools 01
mud and old their very best to make the most of

r®0t10f 8now »n their way. in tne upper part
of the Park the snow was doeper than in the lower
but quite as wet and disagreeable to travel over.

Sth1?. WKre 10 seen » »ew eieign-mad people.
Where they came from and how they got up town
over the oare streets were questions olten asked but

"a'^teoomy answered, as they shot by In all
the glory of bright furs and jingling bells. Harlein
tlanc was the objective point, for there it was fondly
oped the treacnerons snow would have lain low
i« £LC001 fVr,° '?n««r Period than anywhere

else. But wtraOile aiotu, the lane was even in a
worse condition than tne Park. The snow struggled
with the water, aul the latter bad the best of the fight-
mud mixed In the quarrel ana tne road floated in
slush. It was a pitiable sight to witness the strug-
gles of the now hopeless sleighers, w hose horses
plunged in the mire. Theywere out for a sieloh ride
aud were bound to have It at any cost. Their at¬
tempts to persuade tUe sagacious horses that the
thick mud was the finest snow afforded considerable
amusement to ail on the road who had the good
sense to leave their sleighs at home and bring out
carriages and buggies. An unfavorable change in
the weather toward evening soon cleared Harlem
Lane of Its occupants, but now me sieigha got bacic
to the city is a mjstery.

* * w*clt

1HE LITE PRIZE PIUl. *

Commit uicutlon from Sam Colly cr.

[From the New York Clipper. March 12. J
on idi evenlug following tnc buttle ou Mystic

Island the llgtit wenjtit cbstoipion.Sam Coiiyer.
vanquished aud sadly depressed iu up in a, returned
to tbe nouse or hi* relatives at Williamsburg, L. 1.,
where ue lias remained up to toe present time, lie
naturally feels deeply chagrined at the, to birn at
least, utterly tialookod lor termination of the eu-
connicr, nnd his statement, of ttie Injury be sustained
in t.He third ronna c.v/ucli appears in the card be¬
low) ma; account iu some measure, at all events,
for tbe bewilderment characterizing his appearance,
the wilancss onus delivery tuercatter and his gen¬
eral faulty style of tl<ri>'tng. It will be observed that,
be was perfectly sauced with tbe arrangements at
tuo ring side, tuough uie supporters of nm opponent
preponderated. our. naturuiy is aggneveJ at tne at¬
tempts man* by some part it# 10 damage htm un-
juBtiy:.

W'M.i A MiHt'Kd, L. I., March 7, 1870.
F;t\r<K QnKKx.Drab t»lK~l wish you would thank

Mfxri. Kprnf* Aaron, Owen ueo^hegan anj Hilly Donnelly,
through your co.unmi, lor me; a.nu lb* referc. My lecunde
old ail that men could do for tae, and th« coolneix of tico-
ghejao in the rise agreeably »ui n»td me, wblh) 1 know that
Aaron h.»», by taking ruch a bold nla:id lor tee, lout
n>any frlende. Auytbiog 1 can do for any of tbetu
gentlemen at any tlmi-1 wi'l be only too glad to do. T bar*
no fault to (led.' Kt«:yllilng about the riot! waa arranged ai
well ai my hca.t could wish; and wbeu 1 itcppei! In ore,-y-
bodv could lira that 1 wa* tilled wlib joy to tbmk that I had
nueii a lair chance to win. I met wiiu a rulifortuo* in the
tulrd round which dcclded the day, howeror. My left lowrr
jaw was uhalterud; hut I manage.! to keep it to mytelf, and
Holered thvr* all I could to repay thoee who bad cotnc to tar
to «e It. It wa» a mighty poor nhow though, end Done
know It better than 1 do -no much »o that I air. ai^me J to
bo reeii by anybody. The other party ought to feci w one
t ian 1 do,' bowarer. for they are circulating a report thai 1
tcaled 128X lb*, ana tome lay 13J ib(. That fltion-s a lack of
common seniri; for when I*c»lod I w;u eurrounde l by Ed-
ward', Harry Ui;l, Jim Collierl. Bob .SmitlS, Dooc-y Hirrm
»it>: a ro'm rill of feoule. fcrerybody know» that Edwardi
could cat he bought to fight me at that weight, and that tbe
fcamx uiea would not rl«k a cent on blio at that ncijht. My
wetRht «>¦ 1-' lb*., aad <>i»d aud my trainer know tbe work
I had to do to get to it. It look* mean and cowardly to make
U appear tuat 1 wai beurn at a weight wbioii he ue»«sr will
ditrr tigbt at unlet* he h»« n >oft thing. If 1 had neighed an
ouuee over 124 Ha. Uiily wjuld bol Lare itripped. sure.

1 am, respectfully, youri, £AJd LuLLil'LH,
AAltON AMD KOWAUDS.

The match between Harney Aaron nnd Billy Ed-
ward a is off. Barney, hofrovar. U i«cy atuioua (or
a tigu* Ttiiii Edwwrda.

SOUTH AMERICA.
False Promises About the Return

of the Brazilian Army,

LOPEZ'S OPERATIONS IN THE FIELD.

Terrible Gunpowder Explosion on

the River Paraguay.

A Schooner, Pontoon Bridge and Maga-
zine Blown Up and Several

Lives Lost.

THE PARAGUAYAN WAR.

A Dashing Hald by Lopez'i Followers.Giving
th« Brazilians the (*lip.L.opez'a Refuge
Safe.C'ouut O'K* Powerless.Deserters'
Stories.

Rio Janciro, Feb. 1,1870.
According to tbe lui from the theatre of opera¬

tion* 600 Paraguayans slipped through the two Bra¬
zilian division* and turned op not far from tne

Paraguay, near San Pedro. All we know of this
bold'raid, almost to the Brazilian bases, is that Gen¬
eral Oamara marched down against the Paraguay¬
ans and Is aaid to hare defeated them and taken
thecommauder prisoner. Whether despair or mili¬
tary tactics suggested the raid we do not know, as

nothing but the bare statement given is yet received.
It Is now known that the Southern division, under

the Comte d'Eu himself, has found it Impracticable
to reaoh Lopez's supposed refuge at Panadero by
passing through Igatemy. Besides the difficulty of

feeding the troops and horses so far from
the base and the obstruction of the ouly
road by cutting great trees into it Tor a long way.
there is a stretch or country to be passed
through so unhealthy that the troops who
tried to proceed through It wete almost all seized by
lever aud laid up, many dying, in consequence tbe
Comte d'Eu had gone to the North to try to get to
Panadero from above, and only a corps of observa¬
tion was to De left at Curughaty.
Deserters from Lopez say he has only 1,500 men

left, all suffering greatly from scarcity of food; but
deserters' tales are not much to oe relied ou. How¬
ever, toe commander of the Brazilian Nortnern divi¬
sion keeps a number of small uartles scouring the
country to preveut Lopez collecting cattle (wnere
any few remain), aud thus starve him into submis¬
sion or flight from Paraguay. Probably in time the
plan will become effective and pure hunger will
force his men to leave him; but the Paraguayans
are frugal and devoted, ana much time may be re¬
quired for this.
General Geliy y Obe<* has gone to Paraguay to

take command of the Argentine troops there,
General Vedia having given it np in couse-

Sueuce of the death oC his son (a buy), who acci-
emaliy shot bimseii through the heaa. General

poildoro, commandant of the theatre of operations
not immediately under the Comte d'Eu's immediate
command, has obtained leave to roiurn uome to Bio,
his health having broken down.

BRAZIL.

The Promised Return of the Brazilian
Army.Falss Plediea-Safferloii of the
Troops.Count D'Ku's Appeal.4n Empty
Treasury.Kcturn of the lron-clads.'Coloni¬
sation.Itallroads.Famine in MattoGrosso.
The Yellow Fever.

Bio Janeiro, Feb. 1, 1870.
Tbe Ministry has issued its programme for the

triumphal march through this city of the National
Guards and volunteers who are to be retired from
Paraguay, bat the "when" of the return remains
curled in impenetrable mystery, and the last advices
from Paraguay say they are equally as uninformed
there, not the slightest indication being presented of
the intention to send back troops.
Every one Is asking himself what is the cause of

the strange delay in bringing back troops who have
long been unneeded for the diminutive operations
still required in Paraguay, in Paraguay they have
been a positive obstacle to the operations, by con¬

suming the scanty supplies of food brought forward,
thus embarrassing the supply of the flying columns
and preventing the mobilization so necessary to suc¬
cess in tne pursuit ol Lopez. The Count a'Eu has
for two months and more been asking orders in re¬

gard to sending back some 12,000 infantry,
bat the government would not give the
orders, altuoagh their maintenance in Paraguay
was a heavy drain upon a depleted and embar¬
rassed treasury, although the press was almost
unanimous In animadverting upon the procrastina¬
tion, and although public opinion in the River
Plate had become alarmed, and is ascribing ulterior
motives obnoxious to River Plate interests to the
Brazilian government. Even yet, although tbe offi¬
cial programme shadows forth retirement, the obsti¬
nate silence of the government and its organs
mates the majority believe that the programme is a
mere sop to choke animadversion and to avoid
categorical declarations. The onjy palpable evi¬
dence of a reduction of the Brazilian force in Para¬
guay Is tbe returning of iron-clads, six ot which
have come back of late months; bat of the effective
army not a man.
Mr. Samuel Huggins. The American who has

founded a colony of Americans ana Brazilians in
northwestern Rio Grande do sul, within the forty
mile frontier belt ol lands, which the government
can grant gratuitously to settlers, writes in great
spirits as to its prospects. Ho says about 1,200 per¬
sons are already located upon 360 acre gratuitous
lots, the foreigners takrng to the bottoms for agri¬
culture, while the Brazilians settle on tbe tea (Para¬
guayan) hills to turn their attention to its gathering.
As the settlement is in what used to be called
the Missions, it Is not unlikely the tea
treea (ilex Paraguayensls) lound there were planted
by tue Jesuits at ilie tune when they dominated
Paraguay, the Mist.ions of Corriontea and a large
part of' the Brazilian province of Kio Grande
do Su). Tne tea of Rio Grande do Sul is cou-
sidured to rank next to that lrom Paraguay,
aud that irom the old Jesuit plantings is
the best, so thai some or the few Kio
Grandensue who do not disdain any but pastoral
larmintr are forming tea plantations where tbe laud
suits the plant. In Rio Grande the tea, niatft or
boroa as It is called, is used as freely as 'n La Plata.
Tbe Minister of Finance has decided that packets

continue exempt from anchorage dues, notwith¬
standing the law passed last Legislature, nutll fur¬
ther instructions are Issued from his ministry.

in the Argentine Confederation President Sar-
miento wu aa nis tour to P.osario, accompanied by
several of the foreign ministers.
in st. Pauio the construction of the Juudlahy and

Campinas extension has been adjudicated and the
piunS approved br the President. Tti<» meeting to
promote Uje forming of a company to construct a
line of railroad from Jundtaliy to lisl was a»uccc-s-
ful one, and half the necessary amount was at ones
HUDscribcd. i'hee capital required is estimated at
$£000,000.
The scarcity of food in the province of Matto

Grosso Is aggravating, and sometimes in the capital,
Crcyaba, Doming can us bought. The government
has sent up juo.ooo rations of jerked beef and
larinlia from Montevideo. The almost famine in the
province is lu part uue to the Paraguayans .sweeping
it of cattle, and the rest to Keeping the National
Guards under arms, leaving uonto raise food. To
add to'the troubles of mat unfortunate province
smallpox ha^ broken out again st Corumoa, lrom
wiiicn place three years ago it swept over the
province, causing the deaths of over 6,000 of
its scanty podulauon, which, it may be remarked,
was aimost entirely unvaccluated. smallpox is
very prevalent in parts of Brazil, which the doctors
say is due to tue very general aosence of vaccina¬
tion. especialiy.umong th« poorer classes. In Kio
yellow lever continues tuning its sij to twelve lives
a day, and an appeal iroui the sanitary Junta of K'.o
has created a kind oi panic, Which is advocating the
cause of air and cleanliness, some Brazilians actually
venturing to leave a Bedroom door or window
partially open at night, some doctors say, how¬
ever, thai wa have not genuine yellow fever among
us. but that the so-called yellow fever eases are ouij
exaggerated biliousness. However, the govern¬
ment has ordered the maritime hospital of Santa
Isabel to be got ready. Hitherto the deaths Have
been almost totally confined to foreigners, and
chiefly to those on shipboard or living near the
shore.

TERRIBLE EXPLOSION.

A Brazilian Vossel villi Tlirce Hundred and
.Sixty Tout of (iunpawiler Clown Up.A
Pontoon and iUaxaxine Also Destroyed.
Several Lives Lost.

Rio Janeiro Fob. 1,1R70.
The explosion or gunpowder at the island of Cer-

rlto, at the mouth of the Paraguay, consisted of i«o
tons of powder. on tbe-d coo Brazilian schooner
Pluto had jnsi received a cargo of powder she \>a.i

to take to Rto, and was alongside the pontoon from
Wbicb tie toitucr had beta trawleried. The ou»>

tain tu on *nore reoelving bis la*t orders, when
three distinct detonation were beard. They were the
biowine up of the I'luio, tbe pontoon and the mag*-
tin* on shore. What waa the oauae la unknown, a*
every one about tbe store and vessels diaapoeared
In the explosion. Seventeen perished on board the
Pluto, Including the wife and daughter of the cap¬
tain, and nine workmen repairing the vessel. For¬
tunately there were no persons on the pontoon or in
the magazine, It being the breakfast hour. The cap¬
tain ol an Iron clad lying near says the aohooner ex¬
ploded flrst, the pontoon next and the magazinefast, Tbe captain of the schooner says thai before
he left the hatchways were battened down ami
covered with tarpaulin, and the deck was
washed. If it wa* not for this statement one might
find a very probable oauae In tue omnipresent ciga¬
rette, for men have been seen smoking while en¬
gaged in the manufacture of cartridges, and it is
only a little time ago that a country store resolved
itself into brickbats and mortar bv the storekeeper.
In going to attend a customer, flinging his cigarette
behind him into an open keg of powder.
Some damage was done to vessels lying off the

Brazilian arsenal established at cerrlto. A powder
flatuoat near the magazine vanished; a pontoon,
hauled ashore half a mile away, was driven into
the river and sunk; a bomb flat, . mil*
away, was overwnelmed by the wave ana
sunk; four iren-clads suffered some dam¬
age, and the buildings on shore were Injured.
The neighboring trees were overthrown for a con¬
siderable distance, torn up by beams and splinters
hurled into the forest by tbe explosion. A great
number «f birds were killed, and on the same day *
large quantity of dead or stunned flsn were washed
asuore for a long way down, and tbe schooner's
anchor is said to nave been found at the other side
01 the island.

URUGUAY.

The Public Credit.Project to Establish a Na¬
tional Vault.

Rio Janiiko, Jan. so, 187*.
In Montevideo Duncan Stewart, Minister ot Fi¬

ance, was working away on the bank problem how
to maintain a gold redeeming issue of bills. A com¬
mission bad been created, called the Committee ot
Public Credit, to take charge of the service of the
public debt and to advise the goverment. The pre¬
sident is Mr. Thomas Tomktnson. Another decree
formed a committee of nine merchants and capital¬
ists to aid tne flrst, and the government promises to
submit to both its projects relative to the publio
credit and the commercial crises. Tae government
has also formally anuounced that it has no intention
to found a national bank; that, on the contrary, u la
averse to such a measure. Fourteen lenders have
been received for the construction of ihe English
bank and the Cape St. Mary lighthouse. TUe im¬
provement of tbe port of Montevideo is also pro¬
jected, and the government called for tenders la
Kurope. which were to be sent in there by the 1st ot
January last. .

EX-SECRETARY SEWARD. ^
The Chamber of Commerce Congratulate
Him.Tbe Decline of American Commerce
Poked Uuder Mr. Seward's Nose.
At room No. 41 in the Astor House the commute*

appointed by the Chamber of Commerce to wait
upon Mr. Seward and present him with a copy of
the resolutions adopted by that body assembled yes*
terday afternoon, a little before two o'clock. Mr.
Seward, looking extremely well and in company
with Messrs. Conning and JBussell, members of the

' committee, entered the room a few moments later. A
round of introductions followed, tbe venerable ex-
Secretary exhibiting his customary affability of
manner and vivacity of conversation as though on ,

were a man twoscore years younger. Mr. W. 8.
uodgq. President of tbe Chamber, stepped forward
to offer his own congratulations and those of tha
distinguished body over which he preside*
at finding Mr. Seward once more among then
after all his many years of arduous service
He snoke of th9 happiness it gave them to see him
borne again. He alluded to our relations of a com-
merclal character with other countries and how our
commerce had suffered In tbe recent rebellion; bat
be trusted that restrictions would be soon removed,
that we would soon become owners of vessels and
no longer be mortified by having all our carrying
trade done in foreign bottoms. He thought if our
merchants were allowed to buy wherever tney could
do so cheapest our commerce would receive a new
Impulse and would soon revive.
Mr. Dodge concluded by saying:."While you bare

grown stronger by your travels tbe country has be¬
come stronger by your representation. Once more
let me congratulate you and present you with a copg
of our resolutions."
Here Mr. Dodge presented Mr. Sewara with n

handsomely eugrossed copy of tbe resolutions

Eassed by the cnamber, which he received, and
olding the paper in bis band he returned thanks as

follows:.
This visit of the Chamber does me honor, and I

thank you for it. I think the record of your society
should give you no tears for your future usefulness.
You have always stood free and untrammelled, not
more in times of peace than in times of civil war.
and 1 am happy to think that in my retirement yoo
cherish for mo the same kindly feeilngs you always
have. Gentlemen, "1 sympathize with yon ia
reference to the present depression in our com¬
merce, but this is no time to enter upon a lengthy
discussion of such a question. But depend upon ft
we have the same energy and capital that we had
berore the war, and we snail bemn to build speedily,
and redeem ourselves, and in this no nation can
eclipse us. One cause for tne present state of things
I can plainly see, and mat is our vast internal im¬
provements. In a single year we nave built four
thousand miles or railroads, and while this Is being
done commerce Is forgotten. The great shipyard
of the world is on the Pacific coast. There are
inexhaustible mines, extensive forests that will
outlast time. Tnesc arc ail accessible, and the
great roads now building make them ail tbe more
valuable. They are building roads from Puget's
Sound to San Francisco, and irom thence roads will
soon be constructed that will penetrate into Mexican
and all these things point directly to New York, and
will in time Increase her commerce. I have seen no
community or people In all my travels that do not
look toward tbe United Stales for help, sympathy,
capital and labor, and the great avenues of trade
bow abelng constructed bring us nearer to Uieia,
and New York is the place to be benefited.
As Mr. Seward finished speaking the gentlemen

present shook hands with him and after a lew mo¬
ments' conversation departed.

WHO R0B3 TEE DEAD?

Tii« Death of Thomas J. Flyon.A Cue of
Accidental Drowning.Tlieli of Drceneed'e
WnCcb.Bad liook Tor the Police.
Coroner Keenan yesterday beld an inquest at the

City Hall over the reinalu.4 of Thomas J. Flynn, lata
of 69 Barrow street, woo, on Thursday morning of
last week, was found drowned In the dock, foot of
Hurt}-fourth street, North river, as has heretofore
been printed In the Ubualu.
Ignatius Flynn, brother or deceased, was sworn

and examined:.He saw the body of his brother
noon after it way found aud identified; his large gold
watch, which had considerable eograviug upon it,
was missing.
Bernard Leary, or 09 Atlantic street, Brooklyn,

was acquainted with deceased, and saw him alive
on Wednesday event ng shortly before eight o'clock;
left him at South ferry; he said he would stop then
till the witness returned; in about ten minutes after¬
wards the witness returned and was told by the bar¬
keeper where they had been that Mr. Flyun had
gone home.

I avid Babcock teftlfled to finding the body in the
dock, on lUursoay morning; oificor McQuade wa»
called, and on comlng'up a Mr. Moran examined the
body; there wasacbam in his vest whicn Mr. Moran
pulled out and found a double cased jiold chased
watcli attached to it, and returned the watch to de¬
ceased!* pocket.

Dr. Thomas C. Krrnx examined the body of de¬
ceased on which he found no marks of violence,
aud iu his oomion death was cau«ea by drowning.
Captain Caffrcy, of the Twentieth precinct, de¬

posed tuat the property shown wa. handed to him
oy Serjeant Lowery, who stated that he had sent
officer Cuibert to secure the property of deceased;
tue Captain Has made inquiries or a 1 persons whoui
be thought might have seen deceased, including tne
conuuc.orsof the ca.s running neur Thirty-lourm
street, aud could icnt n nothing concerning mm.

OtTlcer Francis McQuade deposed ihat on Thura-
dav morning lie was called to see deceased whom he
found in tue water; at request of the wituess Mr.
Morau pulled a wa'.eli from the pocket or deceased
and put it back again; officers Cuibert and Coffee
then carue; the witness and Cuibert went to tne
stuiiou uouse and lei t Coffee in ctiaiife.
Oilier Cm per deposed that while on post Oft

Thursday morning officer Mcynade called him,
whtn lie (tue witness) wont after officer Coffee:
daw deceased in the water and took a description of
deceased, as eiven by McQuaue. aud went to the
htatlo i house with blm; a gold wjtcn was spoken of
in tho description; the wlt2iese was seat back by the
sergeant for the effects oi deceased; on returning
officer Coffee was in chaigc; no one,else was there;
the body was in the same position as when tne wit-
ne.-x leit, lace up; several persons came up aud with
their assistance tho uody was taken irom the water;
ttinu the witness saw that the chain was loose arouaa
the neck of decnas .d; tne witness took the property
to the station house; there was no watch on hut per¬
son.
Tnls closed tho case, and Coroner Keenan, la

charging ta* Jury, sui t that it was evident a larceny
had been committed, and advised the Jury in their
verdict to recommend the proper authorities to
matte an in refutation.
The Jury found "That deceased came to hlsdeatft

by accidental drowning, on tho ad day of March,
1870. They find ihat a larceny was commuted from
the person of doceasad after hts death, aud recom¬
mend that the case b<* luycsilgat^d bjr the proper
ttuihouties fortbwitc."


